
 

 

 
 
 
S90 POLICE ACT 1996 [excerpt from Beat Officer’s Companion] 
 

  UNIFORM   IMPERSONATING 
    

  

An offence is committed by 
  

 
 

   
 

Any person who, not being a member of a police force or special constabulary 

 
 
 
 

Any person who, with intent to deceive 
impersonates a member of a police force or 

special constable 

        

Wears any article of police uniform in 
circumstances where it gives him an 

appearance so nearly resembling that of a 
member of a police force as to be  

calculated to deceive 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Has in his possession any article of police 
uniform [unless he proves that he obtained 

possession lawfully and has  
it for a lawful purpose] 

 
Or makes any statement or does any act 
calculated falsely to suggest that he is a 

member or constable 

 
The unauthorised use of any uniform to gain admission to a ‘prohibited place’ is an offence under S1 Official Secrets Act 1920 
 
‘Article of police uniform’ means any article of uniform or any distinctive badge, mark or identification document [or any thing having the appearance of such 
article etc] 
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